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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
320. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the minister’s comments on 6PR radio yesterday that he has identified thermostatic mixing valves—
TMVs—as the culprit for lead in the water at Perth Children’s Hospital. 
Given that figure 5:2 of the final Jacobs report from 21 April 2017 shows lead levels entering the Perth Children’s 
Hospital site at substantially higher levels than the national drinking standard before interacting with TMVs, how 
can the minister say that TMVs are the culprit? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. To correct the member—perhaps in some of my language yesterday, I kept 
using the phrase thermostatic mixing valve—the thermostatic mixing valve is actually a small element. It is the 
brass around the valve inside the assembly boxes — 
Dr M.D. Nahan: The whole unit. 
Mr R.H. COOK: Yes. It is the assembly boxes themselves rather than necessarily the valves specifically. We 
have had a range of reports on this. I, my office, and a range of members—they have often spoken to me about 
this—have been the subject of a range of bits of advice from different people in the community. There are more 
opinions about the Children’s Hospital lead contamination than there are on the weather! The fact of the matter is 
that only one opinion matters: that of the Chief Health Officer. 
The Office of the Chief Health Officer is an independent statutory authority. We did not — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 
Mr R.H. COOK: The member for Carine may want to joke about these issues but, of course, this hospital will 
accommodate our sickest kids in Western Australia. This hospital has to be able to guarantee not only quality 
health services but also a quality environment for these kids. We have to be absolutely sure that this hospital will 
provide quality health services and high-quality water not only today, not only tomorrow, but also into the future. 
Only one opinion matters: that of the Chief Health Officer. The Chief Health Officer has gone in and done 
a forensic analysis around this. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr R.H. COOK: The Chief Health Officer has provided the most concise and comprehensive analysis of the 
water-related issues in this hospital to date. It is the analysis that we are relying upon because it does not matter what 
the builder thinks, what project managers think, or what a whole range of experts out there in the community think — 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, you will get your chance. 
Mr R.H. COOK: The Chief Health Officer is the only one who will provide the state with the clearance to open 
this hospital. That is why we have to bring his opinion to bear. 
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